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Exodus 4. 16, 


And he ſhall be thy Spokelman to the people : and 
he ſhall be, even he ſhall be to thee inſtead of. a 
Mouth ; and thou ſhalt be to him inftead 
of God. 


Pon the. firſt view of the Text and 

2 Context we find Moſes the ſervant 
of the Lord, and Aayos the man of 
2M God joyned together inone and the 
S-|| ſame Commiſſion , both ſer over a 
pI Captivedpeople, to deliver them unto 
a more glorious liberty 5 and both 
ſent. unto an oppreſſing hsrd-hearted 
Tyrant to demand a ſpeedy reftitution from flavery, and 
to require {atisfaRion for injuries done unto the Soy of 
God: ver, 22, 1(ratl is my Son, even my Firſt-born z he 
isnow alſo to be called, the Redeemed of the Lord s Les 
my Son 20 that he may ſerveme z and if thou refuſe 10 let 

bim go, behold, 1 will ſlay thy Son, even thy Firſt-born, 

Moſes, the meekeſt man in all che earth, does miſtruſt 
his own ability, whois ſufficient for theſe things 2 Ir is 
indeed the good will of bim who dwells in the Buſh to ſend 
unto, and to work a deliverance for his people , Bat who 
am 1, that T ſhould go in unto Pharaoh, or bring forth the 
children of Iſrael out of Egypt? I ama manof ſlow (peech, 
and of a ſlow tongue Surely Moſes does not confider the 
A 3 great 
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great ſight before him, the Buſh burning, and vot conſumed, . 


a lively repreſentation to him in the very figure of ir, 
that the more the people were afflicted, the more they 
did multiply and grow ; notwithſtanding the Egyptians 
made their lives bitter to them with hard bondage in Mortar 
and in Brick; all their ſervice wherein they made them to 
ſerve was with rigours, yet cap, 1, 20, the people multipli- 
ed, and waxed very mighty, and the Egyptians were grieved 
becauſe of the children of Tſrael, And, doth Moſes know, 
and ſee all this ? the green tree before nim encompaſſed 
with flames, and ſtill alive? the people labouring as it 
were in the fire, in the furnace of affliction, growing our 
of weakneſs, and ſo from ſtrength to ſtrength under the 
weights of all their preſſures ! andyet is he diffident and 
diſtruſtful, becauſe of ſome perſonal infirmities, as it that 
God could not make his ſtrength perfect in weakneſs ? 
Moſes had beſt be careful leſt his humility and meekneſs 
degenerate into puſillanimity and fear, and ſo the Lord be - 
provoked unto anger ; for, Ged will ſend by the hand of 
him, whom he will ſend, and thatis, by the hand of Moſes ; 
yea, though, hebe a man of a ſlow ſpeech, and of a ſtam- 
mering tongue, even hence has God ordained, and perfe- 
&ed his praiſe, that he may ſtill the enemy and avenger : 
what though his lips are not touched with a coal from, yet 

one that waits at the Altar ſhall be his Mouth 2 7s ner 
Aaron the Levite, thy Brother * I know that he can (peak 

well, v, 14, and cap vii. 1, 1 have made thee a God to Pha- 

vavh , and Aaron thy brother ſhall be thy Prophet : So long 

as you two keep together, lo I am with you Both, and 

that, to (ſupply all manner of defects in either of you ; my 

word is a (ure word of promiſe, if ſo be that you two are as 
one z ye put your ſelves out of my protection, if in the 

leaſt you lever ; but whilſt Uz707 is promoted, neither of 

you 


(3) 
you ſhall fail z and as a moſt certain indication, that you 
are like to ſtand and fall rogether, lo this is my everlaſting 
ordinance betwixt you Both, v, preced. Thou ſhalt 
put words into his mouth, which ſhall »o longer be his 
Mouth, bat thine ; who hath made it ſo? have not I the 
Lord 2 And, leſt his meſſage ſhould be deſpiſed , his per- 
{on hated, becauſe of the truth which he is to ſpeak , Lo, 
thou art to defend him, to be oz his ſide to withſtand Pha- 
ravh , ſee thou to that, have not I ſaid it * nay, I have ſer 
thee ſo, Thou art unto them both iyſtead of God: Thou art 
as God, to Aaroy, to protect him ; thou art as God to Pha- 
raoh, to execute wrath and vengeance upon him; and 
therefore upon this double account ſhall Aarox be thy 
ſpokeſman to the people ; his office is again renewed upon, 
and confirmed unto him z he ſha/l be, even he ſhall be unto 
Thee inſtead of Mouth; becauſe that thou, on all accounts 
and upon every occaſion _ beto him inſtead of God, 

The words, as you hear, having this relation to the 
Context, are in themſelves, an account given us of the 
two ſtanding Ordinances of Magiſtracy and Miniſtry ; a 
K43ne, as Supreme,and an Hijzh Prieſt both conſtituted by 
God himſelf to live, to love and to rule together , and 
this inſtitution confirmed and ſettled by way of ſupply to 
ſomething that was wanting, an amends made for a perſo- 
nal inſufficiency ; whilſt Moſes out of a principle of ſelf- 
denial would not ambire Magiſtratum, be too haſty in ta- 
king upon him Pup©- 77; $95ns* the burden of this ho- 
nour, ſince he was conſcious to himſelf of his own inabili- - 
ty, ver, 10, O Lord my God, I am not eloquent, neither 
heretofore, nor ſince thou haſt ſpoken ts thy ſervant : This 
humility, and modeſty in Moſes at the firſt was commen- 
dable bur, honour follows thoſe who ſhun ir, eſpecially 
where ſo exemplary a meekne(s goes before it; God 
3 there- 


(4) 


therefore renews his command, with a promiſe of aſſi- 
Rance in the work drawn from- his own omnipotence, 
wer. 11, who hath made mans Month © have not I the Lord? 
vow therefore go, and I will be with thy Mouth, and teach 
thee what thou ſhalt ſay Yet, this would not doy the meek- 
neſs of Moſes,hath betrayed him to diffidence and diſtruſt, | 
fain would he be rid of the imploymentr, fearful he is that 
heſhall not go through withir, but fink under the weight 
of it, ver, 13. O my Lord, ſend I pray thee by the hand of 
him whom: thou wilt ſend : Ta which words, whether Moſes 


requeſted, that his brother Aaros might be joyned as a fir 


companion with him z or, whether he had an eye to the 
promiſed Meſ5iah;, — Him whom thouwilt ſend,— Chriſt 
in the fulneſs of time to be ſent to work a great Redempri- 
oz, of which this preſent Deliverance was to be but a Type; 
and therefore, none like Him, to accompliſh Type and 
Anti-typeat once I ſay whether it were one , or other, 
is not much to our purpoſe, further then the juſt naming 
of it to inquire: This we are (ure of, that Moſes's unbelief 
was reproveable, his ſinof diſtruſt aggravated, becauſe he 
could not take heart from Gods expreſs Promiſe  Not- 
withſtanding the wonderful ſight which he ſaw, the gra- 
cious words which he heard, ſtill he was faichleſs and not 
beleeving , hence, ver, 14, the anger of the Lord was kind- 
led againſt Moſes: However, to make way for an all ſufficj- 
ent ſupply, both the Humility of Moſes, and his Diffi- 
dence was not unfitly urged ; his Humility which God 
encourageth, with a gracious Promile ofa ready help from 
himſelf ; his Dzffidence, which God convinceth againſt all 
Objetions,by promiſing an aſſiſtance moſt effeual,even 
from his own experience of it, wer. 14, 1s not Aaron the 


 Levite , thy Brother © 1 know, and ſo doſt thou, that he can 
ſpeak well 5 He will be glad ro meet thee ; and, thow muſt 
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rejoyce to go with him, This is the pom of all de- 
tects from you two, one with another ; and here is the 
Completion of your Commiſſion, My aſs:ſtance to you both, 
So that the verſe before the Text is a ſupply to both 
from God, which denotes to us the Divine Ordrnance and 
1nſtitntion z and that 1*, Yerbal, Thou ſhalt [peak unto 
him, and put words in his Mouth , and T1 will be with thy 
Month, and with his mouth 4 2% Real, T will Teach you what 
you ſhall do, The Text is the mutnal ſupply, as conſequen- 
tial upon the Divixe 71ſtitution, that one muſt make tor 
the other ; This being the ſcope, and ſum of the whole 
Paragraph 3 ——That, Government both Civ] and Ec- 
cleſiaſtical, was at firſt inſtituted and eitabliſhed by God 
himſelf, over ſuch a People, whom he would take and 
chooſe to himſelf for his own inheritance ; and theſe two 
inſtituted not onely at one Time; but, bothin an Union, 
ina mutual relation and dependence one upon the other : 
whether the Phraſe in the Text, as ſpoken by God him- 
ſelf, He ſhall be ; and, Thoy ſhalt be» — be by way of pre- 
cept ; then it denotes the xeceſsity of this mutual Unto x 
Or, whether it be by way of Promiſe, 'reterring to the 
foregoing verſe, then it denotes the U7:lity, and advan- 
tage of this Relation, fince there is no aſſwrance of Gods 
pg. on which {ide ſoever the Diviſeon or Separation 
e made, 


'Tis pity to divide the Text, when the words 
ſpeak nothing but #z/ex; I ſhall endeavour to 
keep my ſelf cloſe to the ſcope of them, whilſt I 
confine my Diſcourſe unto theſe Three Particulars; - 


1':, Here is the Promulgatien of two great Authorities, 


and that made to thoſe who are ſubjects unto Both: che 
Pro- 
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Promulzation is to be made by the High Prieſt ; who, 
while he ſpeaks for his Prince unto the People, doth at the 
ſame time declare his own appointment to be of a Divine 


Right : He ſhall be thy Spokeſman unto the People, He ſhall 
be, even He ſhall be to thee inſtead of a Month. 


24y, Here is the due Execution, firm Eſtabliſhment and 


ſure Adminiſtration of both theſe Authorities ; whilſt 


the Prince doth defend the Prieſt; he doth ſo ſtand 
by bimſelf,the Throne is thus eſtabliſhed ro him in Righ- 
teouſneſs, the Kingdom is confirmed in the hands of 


Moſes, whilſt he is unto Aaron inſtead of God, 


3%, Here is a Promiſe of ſucceſs to Both; an aſſurance 
that God will not be wanting, where this #0 is conti- 
nued ; and that taken from the Phraſe, or manner of ex- 
preſſion in the Text,relating to the laſt words of the fore- 
going verſe, ſpoken by God himſelf by way of Promiſe, 
He ſhall be, and, Thou ſhalt bez and then, 7 will be with 


thy Meuth, and with his Mogth, and will teach yow what ye 


ſhalldo: This is the ſum of the Text, and the Deſigne of 


what further I have to ſay from it ; 


« of which that T may ſo ſpeak, and you [0 
* Can, Eccl, . Hear, that we may all of us profit, Let 1s 


Angl: 55. 
pray» m GCC, 


1*, The Promulgation of two great Authorities,and that 
made to thoſe whoare ſubjeFs unto Both ; the Promul- 
gation is from the High Prieſt, who while he ſpeaks for his 


- Prince unto the People, doth at the ſame time declare his 


own appointment to be of 4 Divine Right : He ſhall be thy 
Spokeſman anto the People ; He ſhall be, even He ſhall be 10 


thee inſtead of a Month, 
EE He 
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He ſhall be thy Spokeſman 

Et loquetur ipſe pro Te cum populo ; Targ, Onk, --He 
ſhall ſpeak for zhee to the people ; that ſo they may be 
taught to obey not for wrath, but for conſcience ſake: & 
accidet ut ſit ipſe Tibi in interpretem, Targ, Jonath, and 
he ſhall ſpeak from thee to whomſoever thou thy ſelf ſhalt 

0, or ſend him , He is tobe noother then a vozce cry- 
ing, whether it be in Zeypt, or in a wilderneſs, to prepare 
thy way before thee, and to make thy paths ſtrait z quic- 
quid Moſes mandi(ſes tanquam intelleFus concipiens ; hos 
Aaron loquetur,tanquam os exſequens,Toſtat, Abul,in loc. 
W hatſoever Moſes, who reigned as King in Feſhurun did 
dictate out of theabundance of his heart, whoſe wiſdom 
was aS the wiſdom of an Angel of God,to knoy all things 
co be done ;, that Aaron the High Prieſt was to declare 
and publiſh, and to ſpeak it ws Aoy4z ©t2* as the Oracles 
of God, Thus the Prieſt's lips are to preſerve and to pro- 
claim knowledge , the people are to ſeek the laws of 
God, and of the King at his oath, that is, ſo far the 
laws of Both, as their ſalvation may be concerned in 
the cheerfulneſs of their obedience; and to tell them, that 
if they do in the leaſt refiſt they ſhall receive unto them- 
ſelves damnation ; For, as the Prieſt is the meſſenger of 
the Lord ot Hoſts ; ſo, not unfitly is he alſo the meſſenger 
of the Lords Anointed, 

And this may not improperly be the reaſon of the pre- 
ſent Inſtjcution in the Text , it the Prophet be the Mouth 
of God , well may he be ſo unto his Prixce, who is inſtead 
of God, Ter, 15, 19, Thou ſhalt be as my Mouth ; ( ſays 
God unto his Prophet ) even as the Mouth of God: The 
Law of God is dumb, it isas a dead letter without a /zvely 
Voice to publiſhit s how ſhall they beleeve, except they 
hear ? and how ſhall they hear without a Preacher ? The 
| B Law 
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Law of Man is dumb too Promwlgatio eft de eſſentia legis; 
Promulgation is of the very eſſence of a law in order to its 
being obſerved z and great ſecurity there is unto the ſub- 
je, that the laws of God and Man do not thwart and 
contradict each other, when the Ty#mpet is blowed in $1- 
on, and the woice 1s from the S$aniFnary that beſpeaks 
Obedience unto Both : It is not then abſurd, that the 
Keeper of the Kings Conſcience ſhould be His Confeſſour 3 
he to tell, when commanded, unto the people what are 
the thoughts of his heart z the Practiſe is as ancient, as 
the preſent Inſtitution in the Text , and perhaps as an 
intimation, how fit it js that it ſhould be ſtill continned in 
thoſe polities that are called Chriſt;an, the office is again 
confirmed upon Aaron, by this Reperition of ir, He ſhall 
be s even, He ſhall be to Thee inſtead of a Mouth, Z 
| From all which I might raiſe and proſecute this 
Obſervation 
That the Miniſterial FuniF10n 15 the moſt proper, cer- 
tain,effectual and perpetual Month of the Common-wealth,, 
and that from the Chief Magiſtrate to the People ;, and 
therefore iS by #0 nears tobe excluded Senates: Aaron is 
to be the Xſowth of Moſes, in every thing in which Moſes 
ought to be. his God, and that is, reciprocally, and Univer- 
ally upon all accounts, andat all aventures, They are the 
words of him who was both a Kize and a Preacher, Eccles 
12, 9, The Preacber muſt be wiſe toteach the people Know- 
ledge ; how can he find out acceptable words, ſuch words 
as may beas goads, Or Nails faſtned in a ſure place, unleſs 
he be permitred to converſe with thoſe that are the A2f4- 
fers of Aſſemblies, and fo may he fpeak ſuch words, as 
ae given trom one Shepherds But, I need not magnifie the 
Prieſt's Office in this particular, the happy temperament 
af the Conſtitation under which we live 1s an I 
emon- 
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demonſtration to ns, that the laws by which weare g6- 
verned were inſtituted in the fear of God,and conſequent- 
ly che Obligation is greater upon the ſubject to gbey: 
them, ſince che Authority that confirms them js both 
Spiritual and Temporal, 

"þ pas by this double honour ( pollibly ſome think it too 
much for thoſe that labour in the Word: and, Dotrine ) 
and I follow that which is the greatdefigne. of .the Text, 
the Union that is here fixed, and everlaſtingly to be pro- 
moted ;z and therefore, the Word is {ingular, Regs & ſa- 
cerdotis nnuum eſt Os; there is but ove Mouth afligned both 
ro K:ng and Prieſt, the one is to:think,the other to ſpeak 
the (ame thing, Moſes and Aaron to go hand: in hand to- 
gether : Hence it is obſervable, that they were Both of the 
Tribe of Levi, wer,14. # uot Aaron the Levite thy Brother? 
The Levize, and thy Brother ; and his Mouth to be thy 
Momh,z. to ſpeak the words which Thou ſhalt pit 4nto 3t , 
Why- then (hould there; be-any. difference betwixt Moſes 
and Aaron, fince they are Brethren? They are Both of che 
ſame Tribe, which the Lord had choſen out of all the 
Tribes of T[rael to come and Mzniſter betore. him; the 


One was todeliyer, the Other to ach andinſtrud, Borh 


together to eſtabl;ſh and coxfirm ina perpetual: and: never 

ceaſing Oeconomy what are the judgements and the ſt4- 

tutcs of God and Man, | v* ; "Hl 
And, all this not to Facob and 7ſrael onely ; bur, 
to Pharaoh and the Eeyptians alſo: 

I, Aaron 15S the Mouth of Moſes to the Peoples that is, 
to 7/rael;to tell chem that they are the Yiſitedand Belowed 
of the Lord ;z to proclaim to them the Royal Lay of li- 
berty our ofche houſe of bondage from their flavery ; to 
with chem to follow the directions of their Law giver Mo- 
(es, who will rule them according to the zntegrity of his 

B 2 hearr, 
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heart, and guide them with the 5kiIfuleſs of his hand : 
with the sk:Ifulneſs of his hand ; with great and wonder- 
full Dexterity, will he extricate them out of all their mi- 
ſeries, remove their ſhoulders from the burdens, and their 
hands from making the pots, 

2. And (o Aaron to be the Mouth of Moſes to Pharaoh 
and his ſervants z to denounce and execute as many 
Plagues on him and his people as are the Tribes of 1ſrael, 
( it you reckon the plagues and figns together from 
firſt tolaſt ) a Plague tor each Tribe; becauſe of the hard 
and cruel bondage wherein-he made each of them to ſerve; 
neither would he permit them to depart in peace from a- 
m_ them, that they might worſhip the Lord their 

0d, -' 

And here by the way we may take notice, how necef- 
ſary is this Unio» betwixt King and Prieſt ; how comfor- 
table is their -»»utual aſsiſtaxce then eſpecially,when there 
is danger of a common enemy both to Church arid State , 
when there area Generation of Men like Pharaoh, who 
will not permic the people to be at quiet, onely becauſe 


Moſes and Aaron would have them to ſerve the Lord , 


how ſhould Moſes at ſuch a time ſtand at the door of the 
Tabernacle with the Rod of God in his hand for the de- 
fence of Aaroz? and; how ſhould Aaron lift up his voice 
in the behalf of Moſes, hold up his hands, leſt that Ama- 
lechprevail ? ina word, The Commandment 1s to go 
forth from Both, to reſtore and to build the Temple ; the 
One mult ſtand like ſtout Nehemiah with his (word in his 


hand, that ſo the work be not hindered ; the other, not 


unlike holy Zzra,a Prophet of the Lord, with the ſword 


Or the keys of the Kingdom in his 3ſ0uth, that ſo it may 


be perfe&ed in Righteouſneſs; great is the care which 


Both together muſt- take for, many are the GI 
which 
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which Both together muſt do unto the Houſe of God,and 


| the Offices thereof, 


O then ! may Aarons Bells never ring backward ! 
if ever, let it be to call the people as 0xe may, tothe 
quenching of a common flame; let it be to ſtand between 
the /ving and the dead, when a plague is begun, that it 
may be ſtaid ; pro Te loquetur, He ſhall ſpeak for Thee to 
the people , {urely then he is not ſo to ſpeak, as toinveigh = 

againſt him, to aggravate his failings, to exaſperate and 
calumniate his Perſon betore the people ; he may lift up 
his Voice ikea Trumpet, but it muſt not be the Trumpet 
of ſedition, the Alarm of War ſounding to battel from 
the Pulpit z let himcry aloud, yea and he may not ſpare 
to tell Fudah and 7ſrael of their fins, bur it is not fitting 
to ſay toa Prince that he is wicked ; Such language as 
this does leaſt of all become the Mouth of Aaron ; Much 
more unſeemly isitor him to ſay before the People, ( be 
they 1/rael, it will increaſe their wurmurings, be they E- 
gyptians.it willadd to their hard-heartedneſs) that Moſes 
is ungodly, God doth hear the blaſphemy of thoſe who 
doin the leaſt, though it be but in a thought, ſlander the 
footſteps of his Anointed : Aaron himſelf was too ſad an 
inſtance of this, when he murmured againſt Moſes, ſaying, 
Num. 12,2, hath the Lord indeed ſpoken onely by Moſes? 
bath he not alſs ſpoken by #s © Yes, he hath ſpoken by you 
Both , and yet the Leprofie upon Miriam's forehead, may 
be an intimation unto Aaroy that he do cover his Mouth, 
and ſhut his lips, ſuch language as this hath defiled them, 
Unclean, unclean, But the meekneſs of Moſes was ſoon in- 
treated, and the God of mercy did accept of his interceſſi- 
on, ſo that immediately there was a healing of this 
breach, and Aaros is ſtill continued to be the Mouth of 


Avſes to the People, | 
, 4 . To 
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- Tothe people : if to Moſes, ſurely much more to they; ; 
and the People are to attend to him with reverence upon 
this treble account, becauſe that heis the Month of God, 
of the Kine, and alſo of the People, Heb, 5, 1, Every 
High Prieſt is Ordained for men, (thatis) is ſet over 
men in things pertaining to God; the manner of expre(- 
ſion in the 0r7ginalis the ſame with the Septuarint in my 
Text, [las 'Arypdis umep arbewray xg Hoary at wogs 
my ©Ozor, Every High Prieſt is ſet over men, as conceryine 
thoſe things which are to God-ward, that is, ( the interpreta- 
tion may fairly be admitted without any great ſtreſs upon 
the words ) ſet over the ordinary ſort of men to tell them 
with Authority and with Power what-is their duty either 
to God or his Yecegerent, to the Lord of Lords, or to thoſe 
who are inſtead of God; and they who do reſiſt or deſpiſe 
either Oxe or the Other, do not deſpiſe or reſiſt the Mar 


Inezthey of them, but the God that is iy them Botb, And 


this brings me to the. | ; MO. 
. Second thing lobſerved from the Text, which is the 
due Execution, firm Eſtabliſhment and ſure Adminiſtrati- 
03 of both theſe Authorities together, and that no other- 
wiſe then by a. Divine Diſpenſation ; Whilſt the Prince 
doth defend the Prieſts of the moſt High God, . he doth 
ſo ſtand by himſelf ; the Throne is thus eſtabliſhed ro 
him in Righteouſneſs , the Kingdom confirmed in the 
hands of Moſes, whilſt he is unto Aaror , and to his ſons 
inſtead of God, 

Inſtead of God; ---in his que ad Deum, Vulg, That is,in 
the letter of the Text, in thoſe things which pertain t0 God, 
Tu eris ulli in Principem querentem Dodtrinam a facie De- 
mini, Targ. Jonath, Thes [halt be a Prince to him, a 
Prophet as well as he,yea and ſomthing more then 4 Prophet, 
he ſhall ſeek the Word, which heis to fpeak, from Thee , 


and 
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and that, aSit were from the face of God, Numb, xii, 6, 9, 
If there be g Prophet among you, I the Lord will make my ſelf 
known to him inaViſion, or Iwill ſpeak to him in adream : 
but my ſervant Moſes is not ſo; this is the difference betwixt 
him and Aaron ; with him will I ſpeak Mouth to Month, 
even apparently, not in dark ſpeeches, and the Similitude of 
the Lord, ( thatis of God-man to come in the fleſh, this 
Similitude of the Lord, as preluſery to the reality of his 
Incarnation) ſhall he behold, So that, what was Fethro's 
counſel betwixt Moſes and the People, ſeems here to be 
Gods inſtjrution vetwixt him and Aarop, cap, xvill, 19. 
Moſes was to be to Aaron t0 God-wayd, to bring the cauſes 
unto, and to receive the Law from God ; and Agroz being 
to be l1is 0rateny or his Herald was to make Proclamation 
ofthe Divine Law unto the People,and upon all occaſions 
to conſult the Face of Moſes, the Face which did ſhine 
becauſe of the Divize Glory on it, and was therefore to be 
conſulted as an Oracle: This Paraphraſe, though it may 
be true in the Letter of the Text;yet to take in the ſcope 
of the whole Paragraph,which is,a non fixed by God him- 
ſelf betwixt theſe two, we muſt as to this expreſſion further 
improve our ſearch : & 

Inſtead of God: — that is, to defend him, that ſo he 
may ſpeak boldly for thee, as he ought to ſpeak ; that his 
Mouth, which is no longer his, but Thixe, may be opened 
tor Thee in confidence, We find in this book of Ex- 
64us, that Princes, and the chief Miniſters of juſtice a- 
mongſt men are firſt called Gods, cap, xxi, 6, the ſervant 
that had a mind to continue with his Maſter for ever, 
was to comeunto the Fudges ; that is, unto the Gods 
CIMNINN CR in the Original, and before them was 
the perpetual ſervice to be ratified; and again, caps Xxii, 8, 
The thief was to be brought to the Fndges, that is w 

the 
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the Gods ( the ſame word in the 0r1gizal) to ſee whether 
he had put his hands to his neighbour's goods: and v.28, 
ſuch Magiſtrates are ſecured from all manner of ſlander 
that may be caſt upon them by malice or evil ſpeaking, 
T how ſhalt not revile the Gods, nor ſpeak evil of the Ruler of 


thy People, 


They are called Gods upon ſeveral accounts , 
I briefly inſtance bur in two ; the Ubiquity of 
their Preſence, the Omniſcience of their Know- 


ledge, 


1, The Ubiquity of their Preſence, they are every 
where ; their influence is unlimited : the. fancy is not new 
(ancientet then a modern Poer, and I hope may now be 
better applied ) that Kizgs and Princes do in this reſem- 
ble the Dezty, being like a Circle whoſe centre is every 
where, and whoſe circumference is no where, God and the 
King can do no harm, the reaſon is, that Diffuſive influ- 
exce that is from Both direting, managing, ſwaying: and 
conveying all the good, and all the happineſs that is felt 
or enjoyed by the lower world, or the inferiour ſort of 
mankind ; all which is purely the produ& of Providence 
from the 0x, and Government from the Other ; and if the 
Sun ſhining upon a Dunghil doth exhale vapours that are 
offenſive, it is not becauſe there are ſpots in the Sun in 
—_— but there is. corruption in the Dunghil upon 
earth, | 
2, The Omniſcience of thetr Knowledge ; they do as it 
were know every thing, Prov, xvi, 10, A Divine ſentence is 
#3 the lips of the King, His Mouth erreth not in judgement, 
Who could have thought, that the way to find out the 
bowels of a Mother, was to make the Child a ſa- 
crifice, till King Solomon, as the firſt effort of his Prince- 

| ly 


the Word of God came: itis obſerved by a learn- 


performance of that Office to — he is appointed ; and 
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ty Spirit, tried the experiment ? but, ſays the Text, 
1 Kin, iii, 28, The wiſdom of God was in the King to 40 
judzement: And this kind of Omni(cience is a gift beſtoiv- 
ed upon Fuages and other Miniſters of Juſtice when 
they execurce the laws of God and the King upon Capital 
offenders,the indictment againſtwhom is,tbat they have not 
the fear of God before their eyes, our Law taking ſpecial 
notice of the malice of the heart, and proving that by 
{ome 0vert-a , whilſt many times the Fudge upon the 
Bench, to the admiration of the ſtanders by,through a lit- 
tle, very little glimpſe of a moſt improbable circumſtance 
doth unravel a whole myſtery of iniquity, ſo that on a fud- 
den the Priſoner ſtands ſelt-condemned at the Bar ; he 
might ſpare both Judge and Jury the trouble of bringing 
in, and pronouncing their Verdi, ſince the ſentence of 
Death is to be read in his countenance, and his face ga- 
thers blackneſs, what can all this be, but an immediate 
aſſiſtance, a ſpecial illumination from God himſelf in the 
moment of judgement? Pſal,lxxxii, 1, God ftanadeth in the 
Coneregation of the Mighty, he judgeth among the Gods; 
v.6, Ihave ſaid, ye are Gods, 

Gr0t;45,upon theſe and the like expreſſions in Scripture 
tells us, that whereever the name of God is given unto 
men, ſtenificat judiciariam poteſtatemw, & jus vite Of 
necis, itimplies a judiciary power, and that noleſs, then 
of life and death: Ourblefled Saviours Comment upon 
the compellation ( which certainly is the beſt ) runs thus, 
Saint Fohn x, 35. he called them Gods, unto whom —— 
&d —_— of our own, that the cominzof the Word of 
the Lord , {f1gnifies, Gods appointing a Man to ſome par- 
ticular Office, and giving him power and ability for the 


{0 
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ſoit is conſtantly uſed in the writings of the Prophets, 
who.do moſt of them begin their Prophecies with this 
ſolemn form of Words, The Word of the Lord came wnto 
me ſaying, which is no-more, then as it were,the Opening 
of their Commiſſion, the Reading of their Patent, the 
firſt ſhewing and vouching of that Anthority by which 
they a&: all which is an intimation- unto us, that the 
Supreme Magiſtrate, and other ſubordinate Rulers and 
Governours ſent by Him for the puniſhment of wicked- 
neſs and vice, and the praiſe of thoſe that do well, have 
©&oy n* ſomething of Divinity ſtampt both on their 
Perſons and their Of fice, and conſequently that Both are 
Sacred. 

This account you have of the Compellation, as it may: 
be applicable either to King, Prieſt, or any Miniſterial 
Diſpenſour of Publick Juſtice : whence by the way, it is 
again obſervable, That the Prieſt had all along from the be- 
ginning hes ſhare in the Civil Government ; it the Word of 
God came to Moſes,in that he was inftead of God; yetit 
was to be ae" or publiſhed from the Afouth of Aaron: 
and therefore S. Paul, when he had ſpoken leſs warily to 
the H;gh Prieſt, begs pardon, with an acknowledgement 
of his faulr as a tranſgrefſionof that inhibition beforecited, 
Num, xXi1,28, Thou ſhalt not revile the Gods: I wiſt not bre- 
thren that he was the High Prieſt, tor it is written, Thou 
ſhalt zot ſpeak evil of the Ruler of thy People, At, X11, 5. 

So then; if they Bath a& by one and the ſame Commiſ- 
fron; he of che two that hath the Preeminence,,( for a $#- 
premacy and Subordination muſt be admitted, elſe there 
could be no Government, ) does no more then vindicate 
to himſelt his own Royal Prerogativez whilſt he ſecures, 
as firm and inviolable to the other, his Prieſtly priviledges 
and immunities :. and in this ſenſe moſt properly, and to 


ets, 
this 
unto 
1ng 

the 
hich 

the 
and 
ced- 
Wave 
heir 
are 


may. 
erial 
it Is 
e be- 
rd of 
7er iT 
ar 013 
ly to 
ment 
ited; 
bre- 
Thong 
ll. 5. 
vmi[- 
2 $ #- 
there 
licate 
ures, 
does 


1d ic 


beſt 


(17) 


beſt purpoſe is Moſes to be unts Aaron inſtead of God, 
Inſtead of God ; -- yea,and that in as many reipects,as 
Aaron was to be to him 3:/tzad of a Mouth, theRelation 
being all along mucual and reciprocal, 
Inſtead of God io Aaron,--whertherit be before the 7[ra- 
elztes or the Egypiians, | 
x. Before the 7ſraelites; -- yea, though they be the two 
hundred and fifty Prances of the Aſſembly, Num.xvi.1, Mex 
of renown, famous inthe Congregation, gathered together 
in a grand conſpiracy to invade the Prieſthood Moſes 
muſt then ſpeak as from God himelf, and declare who it is 
chat is holy amonzft them, whom the Lord hath choſen to 
come nigh unto himſelf : v, 11, What is Aaron , that ye 
mut mure azainſt him" 
2. Before the Egyptians,-- Pharaoh,his ſervants,and his 
People: cap. vii, 1. I have ſet thee a5 4 God to Pharaob,and 
Aaron thy brother ſhall be thy Prophet:--Thou ſhalt ſpeak what 
1 command, as from me to Aaron; and He ſhall ſpeak what 
Thou ſhalt ſuggeſt, as from me to Pharaoh 5, and thus, Thou 
[halt be as God to them Both, Mine Oracle to the One, to - 
reveal all my mind; my Rod and Scoxrge upon the Other to 
execute all my wrath , though he will not as a man of wiſ- 
dom ſhould, hear the Rod, and him that hath appointed 
it ; yetthouſhalt multiply my figns and wonders in the 
land of Egypt; Fannes and Fambres, though they may 
withſtand, ſhall not alcogerher prevail ; when they ſee 
the duſt from under them;to crawl up in Vermin on them, 
they ſhall lay their hands upon their Mouths, and abhor 
themſelves jn that Duſt, acknowledge thisto be che Fin- 
gerof God ; and throughour all, they ſhall confeſs, that 
che Rod in the handof Moſes was guided by the Arm of 
the Almighty, 
Thus God hath fenced, againſt a common enemy , 
C 2 both 
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both King and Prieſt in a mutual dependance g the One 
with Power ſufficient, that he may uphold , the Other 
with a ſure defence that he may be ſuſtained; and the inte- 
reſts of Both theſe areſo interwoven together,that where- 
ever the Breach is made, the injury 1s alike damage to- 
Both. Tc is the ſame God, who hath given commandment 
concerning Princes, that they ſhould not be touched by 
the hands of violence, Touch not mine Anointed, as they 
are Anointed,they are Mine,they are as my ſelf, who hath 
likewiſe in theverynext words given it in charge,whether 
it beto Prixce or People, to. Magiſtrate or Peaſant Concern- 
ing thoſe who have a more immediate attendance upon 
him, Do my Prophets. no harm, 

As therefore Aarozs Divine Mouth muſt be opened for, 
not againſt Moſes, he muſt not traduce, ſpeak evil of him 
before the People, So, Moſes's God-like Puwer muſt be ex- 
erciſed, and exerted for, not againſt Aaron, he muſt not 
{offer him to be expoſed to the ſcorn and reproach of a 
froward, and an untoward generation, 

In order to which Defence, that their perſons may be 
Venerable whoſe office is ſo- ſacred, the maintenance of 
whom in honour is {o great a ſecurity unto Majeſty, ro be 
ſure Moſes will be caretnl that Aaron and his ſons have an 
inheritance allotted to them in the Promiſed Land , and 
thar, not apart or diſtin by themſelves, but as a Bleſſing 
to whole 7{rael, diſperſed amidſt and throughout all their 
Tribes: T his was Moſes's laſt Benediction upon the Houſe 
of Levi not long; before his death, Dewt, XxX11i, I, 
Bleſs, Lord, his ſubſtance, and accept the work of his hands; 
ſmite-through the loins of them that riſe againſt him, and: 
that hate him , that they riſe not again, It 1s not to be 
imagined, that Moſes will take leſs care of Aaron, and the. 
Levites, then did Pharaoh of his Egyptian Prieſts, who a 
| the 


One 
ther 
inte- 
here- 
ge t0- 
ment 
d by 
they 
hat ; 
ether 
ICEIN- 
upon 


d for, 
{ him 
Je EX= 
t not 
of 4 


ay be 
ice of 
ro be 
Ve an 
| z and 
efling 
| their 
Jouſe 
Es 
Jands; 


2, and : 


to be 


nd the- 
vho In- 
the 


(19) 


the days of famine had enough, their portion of meat aſ- 


figned to them from Pharaoh's Table; inſomuch that 
when-all the land of Zgypt was bought into the Crown, 
Gen. xlvit, 22, Onely the Lands of the Prieſts were not ſold, 
In this ſenſe alſois Moſes to be to Aarop in the ſtead of 
God,to ſecure unto him the Lord's inheritance,fince dread- 
ful are liketo be the effeRts of Sacriledge upon. that Nati- 
on or People, amongſt whom it is an. iniquity, though 
endeavoured to be eſtabliſhed by a Law ; May the King, 
and his Throne be guiltleſs, the Kingdom eſtabliſhed un- 
to him in Righteouſneſs, for He onely #' as God, who 
doth preſerve in the hollow of his hand the Churches por- 
tin from the violence of {uch, who- pant after nothing, 
but the Duſt of the Earth, upon the Head of the Poor, * 
One inference more, | 

The words of the Text are ſpoken Hn;verſally, and at 
large, without the leaſt limitation and reſtri&tion , which 
may be an intimation to us, That this labour of love here 
required from one tothe other muſt be reciprocal, the 
U nion preſerved inviolable, whatſoever perſonal proveca- 
tions may unhappily. intervene on. either fide, We do 
humbly crave pardon, whilſt we do ſuppoſe that which we 
need not fear, fince weare aſſured that Moſes was the moſt 
true hearted man in all the earth, faichfull in all the” Zoxſe 
of God; yet, ſhould he refuſe to bea God to Aaron, with- 
hold his proteQion from him ; {o put a veil over his face, 
that he ſhould not in the leaſt behold his countenance 
and then throw it off again, onely to terrifie him with his 
frowns; for all this, the Obligation doth not ceaſe on. 
Aaron's (ide,he muſt ſtill be the Mouth of Moſes ts the Pro- 


ple Again,ſhould Auron ſhut his own Mouth, not (peak for: 


Moſes.when the ſons of Belial are againſt him, more onr 
6: policy then.good honeſty, keep filence at ſuch a time, 
C.3 be= 
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becauſe it isan evil time; for all this, Moſes yp. 4 ſtill be 


#nto Aaron inſtead of Gods — anſtead of God, that is, as 
Supreme, and far above him, he may vifit upon, and puniſh 
him for his perſonal miſcarriage ; nevertheleſs at the ſame 
time he is obliged to m2aintarn and defend as ſacred the 
whole Order, Doth Aaron makea calf in the abſence of 
Moſes : hearken to the voice of an unruly people in their 
deſpite of Moſes? As for this Moſes, we wot not what is 
beiceme of him; (though they knew him to be in the 
Monnt with God) and in the mean time, does Ayo. 
make the people naked to their ſhame ? upon this, Moſes 
was not ſo well adviſed when he brake the two Tables, of 
both which he ſhould have been the Keepers and it was 
ſome aggravation of his Paſſion, in that he brake them ar 
no other place but the Mowrt of God; notwithſtanding 
this ſore Provocation, he muſt be ready to defend Aaron 
againſt the Sedition of Corah, and the Rebellion of the 
Congregation of Abiram, | 
We do not read that Moſes did ever perſonally offend 
Aaron, we have heard ſufficiently both of his meekneſs 
and faithfulneſs , but alas ! Aaron once and again unhap- 
pily miſcarried, both in the buſineſs of the Goldez Calf, 
and inthe matter of AMirsam ; and, notwithſtanding both 
theſe, the ſin being juſtly reproved, and in ſome ſort pu- 
niſhed, the Uno in my Text was preſerved : Aarop, 
though the $4izt of God, did not in one or two inſtances, 
as he ſhould(Oh that he had been careful!) rule his rongue; 
et Moſes muſt be cautious that he do not ſhut his Mouths 
eis ſtill the Ordinance of God, and therefore not to be in- 
fringed, the 0rderis to be ſecured ſetting aſide all perſonal 
wo 5 the errour was no ſooner acknowledged, then 
rgtven and paſſed by, and all, that God's Inſtitution be- 
tween Both might be obſerved inviolable z Aaror is ſtill by 
Moſes 


(21) 
Moſes inſtead of a Mouth before the Peoples and Moſes in 
this, like unto God that had appointed him, Mercitul and 
Gracious, not eafily provoked, nor long angry he is yet 
to Aaron inſtead of God: $i nonerraſſent, feciſſent minus z 
upon a nuſcarriage humbly acknuwledged,&the penalty 
obediently ſubmitted to on the one hand, and the ſame as 
trankly pardoned,as generouſly remitted on the other,the 
Obligation is hence the ſtronger between Both z even 
thus much good, out of what might have been ſo great 
an evil ; a firmer reconciliation, a ſurer eſtabliſhment from 
a little ſhaking ; whilſt all anjmofities being laid afide, 
the Unum neceſſarizm, that One thing neceſlary , Union 
IS preſerved, becauſe in that Zxion is involved and wrap- 
ped up the ſecurity and ſafety of Both. And (o I paſs to the 
Third,and laſt obſervable in the Text, the utmoſt 
bounds of your Patience; which is, A Promiſe of Succeſs 
and Proſperity unto Both ; anaſlurance that God will not 
be wanting, where this Uniox is continued ; and that 
taken from the manner of expreſſing the Phraſe in the 
Text, as it relates to the laſt words of the foregoing ver, 
the words are ſpoken by God himſelf as a Precept, and a 
Promiſe ;-- the Precept,He ſhall be;and,Thow ſhalt bez -- the 
Promiſe, Iwill be mith thy Month, and with his Mouth, and 
will teach you Both what you ſhall do-: Blefled of the Lord 
is that People; yea, Happy is the Nation which is in ſuch 
a Caſe; where Aaron is Spokeſman for Moſes, no other 
then his oth, and Moſes 35 ro Aaron inſtead of God, 
Aarons Mouth ,-- that implies all manner of Gifts and 
Graces by which heis of God duly furniſhed, and rightly 
qualified for his Office : Moſes being as God, that denotes 
the Highneſs of his Calling, the excellency of. his Ma- 
jeſty, and the Certainty of his Defence , he being thus 
the Signet upon the Arm, ſet there to be a ProteRion Þ 
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the Stars that are in the right hand of God, and chrough 
the tender mercy ofthe Moſt Higheſt they ſhall none of 
them be removed, cap. vii. 1, (to which I cannot too 
often recur, it being the Parallel to my Text) the Promiſe 
which js here made, is there endowed ; the of fice which is 
here deſigned, is there conferred 5 The Lord [aid unto 210- 
ſes, See, I have made thee to be 4s Goa ;, --and Aaron thy 
Brother ſhall be thy Prophet ; Nothing is in the Text pro- 
miſed, or there performed , or, (if it be more agreeable to 
the ſcope in both places, ) nothing is commanacd or requi- 
r2d either in one, or inthe other, but rec:procally, and with 
a mntual reſpe& ; that ſo the ſupplement of all defects in 
either Government, might be one of another in love and 
g00d will ; and the Complement of all from God himſelf, 
the merciful Maker and Appointer of them Both, might 
be a Bleſſing of Peace, Plenty and Proſperity ; 1 will 
teach you, and ſo be with you in whatſoever ye ſhall ds, 
The wordin the Seprnagint, ver, 12, 15, is very Empha- 
tical, ovuCiCarm o? © LEM Es Azanay? --ovubiEarw vugs 
& Tomozſe* Twill go along with you in every thing that 
you ſhall ſpeak, 1 will tread an ever pace with you in every 
thing you ſhall dos @wrTiow, X; xa eacw S$ ymach, I 
will bea Zsght, and ſo a ſure Dire&#ton to you, that you 
do not in theleaft miſcarry, This is the ſum of the whole 
That the Prieſts mouth (hall be opened in Righteouſneſs, 
becauſe his words are given forth from the King; The 
Mouth is but One and the ſame unto Both, becauſe ſo is the 
Ordinance of God ; thereupon, this is the Bleſsing of 
Heaven for Both, that the ord ſhall not return 7» vain, 
until it accompliſh the Work, for which it was {ent z God 
will proſper the words of his Mewth to the One, the Work 
of his Hands to the Other, he will eſtabliſh the Work and 
the Ford to them Both in Righteouſneſs, R 
The 
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The Month : that may imply Zlequence, as we may 9a- 
ther from the want of it, v,18, Lord, lam ot Eloquent: 
Being 45 God; that ſignifies Powey and Dominioy ; -- Te 
ili Preficiam ut ſis Princeps, && Fudex, &f Magiſtratns e- 
7us, Fagius: | have ſet thee aboye him as his Prince, 
whom he muſt honour before all the peoplezas his Fudge, 
and an upright Mazitrate, tor whom thou muſt do juſtice, 
be ſure to do him right in the fight of that People,whoſe 
honour he 1s to beſpeak for T hee: Now, what is Eloquence, 


without Authority to back it? it is not a Word with Power! 


W har is all Power and Dominion , Without a Yoice to 
proclaim the Majeſty as moſt excellent ? its at the beſt 
but a Dumb ſhew | Both theſe being upheld together as 
the Ordinance of God, no queſtion that God will ſecure a 
Blefling unto that which is his own appointment: He 
will be with the Preſ#, becauſe his Aſeuth is no other then 
the Mouth of God ; He will be with the Prince, becauſe 
he hath made him tobe as himſelf, inſtead of God ,, bur 
ſtill, his Preſence with Both is the reſult of Uxi0p,becauſe 
the God of 7ſrael, which is to be in ſubjeion unto Both, 
hath declared himſelf, that he is but 0ze God: how can 
Moſes be the Fear and the Dread of Pharaoh, unleſs he be 
the Love, the Choice and the Deſire of Aaron 2 How can 
Aaron be( as he proved afterwards, cap, x, 7.) a Snare 
unto Pharaoh and his ſervants, at the —_ g of whoſe 
Mouth Egypt was to be deſtroyed, unleſs he hang upon the 
lips, the words which he ſpeaks be a faithful and diſtin&t 
Eccho to the wvozce of Moſes ? without Aaron's Month, the 
meekneſs of Moſes will be ſoon deſpiſed; and without the 
Arm of Moſes ſtretched out in defence, the Yoice of Aaros 
will be but beating of, or ſpeaking #0 the azr , Unleſs that 
Aaron be the Mouth of Moſes, what though his - ſhire? 
the people will but the ſooner turg away from him $3 cv 
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Fove Ceſarz God and the King as to Government 
havealike prerogatives ; Thunder from above beſpeaks. 
the Deity. as terrible ; Thus the Higheſt doth give forth 
his Voice , -- Boaxerges,a ſon of Thunder here below de- 
clares earthly Majeſty to be allo dreadful ! But unleſs Mo- 
ſes put words into the mouth of Aaroy, ſtands by him, 
and ſtands up to him while he ſpeaks, ſtretches out his 
Rod, whilſt he lifts up his Voice, the Mouth of Aaren 
without this, will be Yox & preterea nihil; a Voice indeed, 
but p0thing elſe, the noiſe no ſooner heard, but no where 
to be found: Whoſe Mowth is fitteſt to preſerve knows- 
ledge, and to proclaim Obedience, but his who is the 
Meſſenger of God, and of the King ; of the Lord of 
hoſts, and of him who like unto God himſelt is mighty 
inthe battel? and whoſe Arm ſhould be made bare in 
ſtrength, but theirs who are the Anointed of the Lord 
Anointed in a great meaſure for this very thing, that they 
ſhould bea Gard and a Proteon to all Gods Holy Ones, 
lince they are themſelvesnot unfitly called Gods, being 
all of them children of the Moſt Higheſt 2 
Shall 1 with all humility and due Reverence, ſpeak 
the words of truth and ſoberneſs 2 it js in the Cauſe of 

God, ofthe King, and alſo of his Prieſts ! 

As the happineſs is great to that People where this 
Union is moſt religiouſly obſerved , no other then as the 
reſult of the Divsne Inſtitution ;, {o, (ad is the miſery, de- 
plorableis the calamity both to Kzng, Prieſt, and People 
upon the breach of it ! I need go no tarther for an inſtance. 
then the ſtory that is before us, 

Would Moſes and Aaron bring the people from Zzypt 
through a wilderneſs into Canaan? This muſt be their 
March, Regular and ſolemn, Ns, ii, 3. compared with 
Num, |, 38, Fndab, the Princely Tribe muſt ſet up his 
| Stan» 
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Standard Eafiward s Moſes and Aaron, Prince and Prieff 
muſt keep the charge of the Sanctuary - Eaſtward ; 
(and hence not improbably the ancient Ceremony of 
wor(hipping with their faces thither-ward; ) Judah (ers 
up his Srandard for the Laity: Moſes and Aaron theirs for 
che Clergy 5 and yet the latter to go along with Fudah 
the Prince,who was to protect them, when ſettled in the 
Land of Promiſe, and upon the whole, whoſoever he 
was, the ſtranger that came nigh to either of them, was to be 
put to death : his was their March unto that Reſt which 
God had prepared for them: And yet notwithſtanding 
their Statsox and Proceſsi0p thus fixed by tae Almighty, 
do Moſes & Aaron (peak nuadviſedly with their lips,either 
one to another, one of another, or one againſt another at 
the waters of Maſſah and Meribah, places that bore their 
names from thoſe ſtrivings and contentions? the anger of 
the Lord isimmediately kindled againſt them all ; and ir 
was ſo inraged, that it was by no means to beappeaſed; 
Moſes and Agron muſt onely ſee that Land of Promiſe into 
which they are never like to come; itſhall be their puniſh- 
ment to behold, what they wever ſhall injoy ; in the view 
of , but their foo? ſhall zo tread upon the goodly 
Mountain, nor Lebanon; and then as for the People, their 
Carcaſes muſt fall iy the wilderyeſs, this is a froward Ge- 
neration, it (hall not enter into the Reſt of God ! 

When once there be Diviſions , many are the 
thouzhts, many are the ſearchings of heart! I would 
not be miſtaken as an evil-ſpeaker, or a' fore-boder of 
evil tidings, while I do thus mourntully, and with all 
lowly ſubmiſſion crave leave to make out the Parallel, 

Doth the Civil Maziſtrate either needleſsly contend 
with, or wilfully draw back the ſecular Arm gom the De- 
fence of the Miniſtry * and does he think thus to = 
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rhe murmurings of the people® as the raging of 
the Sea, ſo is their madneſs caſting forth nothing bur 
mire and dirt, foaming out their own ſhame; and is 
there no way to lay the ſtorm, but by mixing the 
waters with bioud ? hath the Pilot no. means to ſecure 
the Ship, but by throwing the Prophet into the waters, 
eſpecially ſuch a Prophet,as doth not fly from, but is ſted- 
faſtly benc on his Courſe,to deliver and execute the Meſ- 
fage of his Maſter that ſent him £— Again, is the $piri- 
mal Mouth, either filent in the behalt of, or clamorous and 
obſtreperous againſt ? doth ir either not ſpeak arall, as it 
ſhould in the defence ?. or is it froward, malepert and pee- 
vith againſt the ſecular Arm ? do they, who ſhould conſult 
the ſtars of Heaven for direQtion 1n the voyage, either 
withhold their advice from, or unreaſonably quarrel with 
him thar fits Steersmanat the Helm £ This may be the 
dreadful conſequence of ſach ill will between Both , i 
Portu Naufragium | certain ruine, and deſtruction to the 
Ship. and all that ate init; yea, and that in the Ken of the 
deſired Haven; as an aggravation to their Miſery, in the 
very ſight of Lands Virtutem videant . intabeſcantque 
relifFa! This is the ſore calamity upon ſuch ſad animo- 
fities and diflatisfactions on either hand , a ſtrange kind 
ot infatuation uponall manner of'counſels and defigns, be 
they never ſo juſt and honourable !* they may ſee what is 
g00d, and yet-it doth eſcape them; a price put into their 
hand, and it falls away from them, for want of a pious 
hearc united to-each other in Love and Daty, and tro God 
the maker of Both,in Fear and Reverence mutually to be 
exerciſed in the uſing of it fr 
And here,by the way, let it be ſeriouſly conſidered,that 
the firſt RejedFjon of Saul from being King over 7frael was. 
becauſe-he invaded the Prieſthood; ( let our new Levia- 
than 
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than ſuggeſt what he pleaſes, that the Civsl-Mariſtrats 
may reſerve the exerciſe of the Miniſterial Funt#Hlon to 
himſelt) yea, thoagh there might be ſome reaſonable ex- 
cuſe for it z as, his enemies growing, and coming 0n upon 
him; and,he was not willing to ingage them, till he had 
aae his [upplication betore the Lord, i Sam, xiii, 11, 15, 
Bur, God had commanded the contrary, he was: not of 
himſelt to make a Yertue of that Neceſs:ty without an ex- 
preſs permiſhon ; therefore ſays Sammnel, Thou haſt done 
fooliſhly; and thy Kingdom ſhall not continue : whereupon, 
God choſe to himſelf a Manafter his own-heart, one who 
( toavoid ſuch future preſumption ) ſhould be a Prophet 
as well as a Prince ; and therefore the eating of the Shew» 
bread upon an extream neceſlity, was not in him ſo noto- 
rious a violation of Sacred, and Eccleſiaſtical Order, 

T his was that David, who called for his Sword, which 
hung behind the Ephod, 1 Sam, *xi,9, Give it me, ſays he, 
for, there is none like that 5 he goes forth with the Pray- 
ers,and the Bleſſing of the Prieſts to battel, 1 $Sams,xxili, 9, 
C (till I would urge a Teſtimony from Scripture, though 
ic may be ſadly obſerved, a new way of ſpinning out di- 
ſconrſes, without any the leaſt regard.had to the Law and 
the Prophets: ] Bring me hither the: Ephod, ſays David ; 
that Ephod from behiyd which he took his Sword,and (o ir 
was _——_ for the Lord's battels g- thus doth he en- 
quire of the Lord upon every enterpriſe; and that in no 
other way, then according to the Dzvine Inſtitution, with 
alinen Ephod: The anſwer from God to him was, either 
a ſpeedy return of Peace and ſafety or elſe, a-ſure cauti- 
on.certainly to prevent and eſcape the Danger: Upon this 
doth Doee, that wicked Edomite, put forth his hand to fall 
upon the Prieſts,of the Lord 2 kills them, onely ro take 
poſleſſion of their inheritance-?- and is Abiathar eſcaped 

unto: 
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(28H | 
wato 'David with the Ephod in his hand ? there was 4 
ſtrange Providence in the eſcape, and a wonderful ſecurit 
unto Both in that flight : 1 Sam, xxil, 23, Abide with me, 


 ays the King unto the Prieſt, and fear not ; for he that ſeek- 


eth my Life, [ecketh thy Life ; but with me thou ſhalt be in 
ſafeguard :— Both theſe fora while may be hunted after 
upon the Mountains by the ſons of violence, and yer 
they, travailing together in, yea and perſecuted through 
a wilderneſs, ſhall even there find a Sa»@fuary at the 
Mount of God; and in God's due time, which is the beſt 
for Both, theſe Two keeping ſtill cloſe together ; the 
Conſecrated Swordin the hand of the One, the linen X- 
pbod upon the breaſt of the Other ; the Kingdoms 
ſhall be eſfab/iſhedin the hand of the One ; the Prieſthood 
ſhall be coxfirmed to the houſe of the Other ; theſe are 
the [ure mercies of David, and of the Sox of David, to 
them Both : — Bur letnot Davzd in his proſperity forget 
the Houſe of Ab:athar, which was afflicted with him in all 
his afflition , nor let Abiathar in his eminency and prela- 
cy be unmindtul of the ſervants of David; ſo overſee 
them, as to overlook them who were formerly a ſecurity 
to him when he fled from the face of Tyranny and Op- 
preflion ; let Both together livein that mutual Depen- 
dance in which God hath ſer them, carrying on the {ame 
defigne ſo advantagious to Both, keeping as ſacred this 
{Umnios, which I muſt ſtill re-inforce to be the Divine 1n- 
ſtitution , leſt the laſt errour prove worſe then the firſt s 
and again, ſome rebel{jous Sheba do blow the Tramper, 
( God in his mercy prevent ſach doletul Alarms,that they 
never more be heard amongſt ns !) To your Tents 0 Iſrael; 
we have no part in David, nor inheritance inthe ſon of Tels; 
Now ſeeto thine ewn howſe David : And would David look 
well to his own houſe, it muſt be by having a due regard 
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working wonders in the defence ofthe Prieſthood: /0- 
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unto, and a tender Care of the Houſe of God': Thus 
Pſal, CxxXIl, 1, God remembers David and all his trouble ; 
in that, this was his Oath unto the Lord; this was his Yow 
unto the mighty God of Jacob z that he would not come 
within the Tabernacle of his houſe, nor cl4mb up unto his 
Zed ; until he found out a Place for the Lord ,, and, ( with 
this moſt pathetick repetition of the words of his vow) 
an Habitation- for the mighty God of Jacob, 

Theinſtancein the Text is the concluſion of the whole 
matter, V, 27, Aaron met Moſes in the Mount of God, and 
kiſſed him : Oh happy interview ! Moſes and Aaron mu- 
tually embracing ! /oc#s honeſtat ; the very Place beſpeaks 
both Love and Hozony ; it was-at the Mount of God; and 
then the Ceremony denotes both Yexeratios and endeay- 
ment ; Oſculum dignitatts he kiſſed him as a Token of 
ſbjecFion to him, thus acknowledging his. Majeſty and 
Supremacy ; deoſculatus eſt ex amore z. he rejoyced in his 
heart when he ſaw him, and becauſe he loved him, he 
gave the ſeal of his affe&tions with his-lips ; an intimation 
at this firſt greeting, that his Mouth joyned unto thoſe 
[3s ; quaſi coaleſcebant in Unum 05, was now become but 


One Mowth, with w® he was reſolved to-proclaim Liberty 


to the Captives; and after that,enjoynobedience to thole 

ranſomed ones;. T his was Aarops promiſe unto Moſes,and. - 
that becauſe of the Divine appointment, (the Brethren be- 
ing doubly dear to each other both in the fleſh and in the 
Lord, ) that, he would be Moſes's Spokeſman unto the 
People ; he would be, even he would be unto bim inſtead of 


4 Mouth, _— Moſes embraceth Aaron in the Arms of Love. 


and of Prote&tjon s, the Rod-in-his hand is a Sceptre of ta- 
vour held our, as a token of good will and kind acceptance 
tohim; This is the; Red which ſhall be ſtretched our, 
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ſes, embracing him in his Arms, aſſures him from his ve- 
ry heart tothe heart of his Brother, that they Two thus 
claſping together — in Unum Hominem, became 
now but Oxe Han, this being the Promiſe of Moſes thar 
he would neverbe unmindful of the Word of the Lord,as 
an everlaſting Command upon him, That he ſhould be un- 
is Aaron inſtead of God, 

Appl, Letit be known this day that there is a God jn 
Iſracl;, that this God is to be worſhipped ; and that in 
the Adminiſtration of this worſhip, the Prieſthood is to 
be ſecnred from-Contempt, to be had in honour for the 
works ſake about which it doth converſe: I dare not in 
the leaſt venture to give diretions here, he muſt nor 
preſume who is the meaneſt and unworthieſt of all the 
ſons of Aaron, who hath notbeen Eloquent neither here- 
tofore, nor fince the Word of the Lord came unto him ; 
but humbly beg we may.and heartily in all Duty and Sub- 
miſton invoke we muſt the Aﬀiſtance of the Secular 
Arm , leſt both our Meſlage, and our Perſons be alcoge- 
ther deſpiſed ! Did I ſay, our Meſſage, or our Perſons * 
alas ! wecan eafily venture both theſe through a bad, or 
througha good report, and be unconcerned ; But, (ad ic 
is to behold, thatamoneſt thoſe that are baptized Chri- 
ſtians, Atheiſm and Profexeneſs ſhould ſo ſtrangely over- 
ſpread it ſelf; yea and thar notwithſtanding ſo many po- 
pular Diſcourſes every where made about the reaſonable- 
neſs of Reljgion: bence it is that the offersngs of the Lord 
have been abhorred amongſt us; whulſt irreligion, and a 
licentions Libertiniſme doth exalt itſelf above all that is 
called God, or Good in the midft of us ! what means elſe 
the bleatins of the Oxen, of the beaſts of Baſhaw in our 
ears? the continued murmurings and gain-ſayings of 
Core? ſtrange fire every where offered up , ay 
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Lamp burning bright in the Sanctuary is negle&ed ! and 
all this miſchief from ſome of the ſons of Levi, pretended 
ones at leaſt,tomented by the diſlentions of falſe Brethren, 
men that cannot be contented with their preſent ſtation, 
but they lead afide the ſimple and the ignorant into 
Houſes. Oh! may our new Laws (for which we bleſs God, 
and have more and more cauſe to honour and obey Au- 
thority ; ) may theſe be executed, and may our old Ones 
not quite antiquated, be ſeaſonably re- ixforced ; and ſhall 
I humbly make onerequeſt, laying that,and my ſelf at the 
teet of Majeſty, in the behalf of the place from whence I 
came, and for which I now ſerve; Let not us the {tile 
children of the Prophets, in the very Schools of the Pro- 
phets, be expoſed to the obſtinate perverſeneſs of ign0- 
rance and ſedition, Aaron's Month is opened for Moſes to 
the people, to declare his Authority as from God to be Sa- 
ered and 7nviolable; that he is not {ubjet to Man, nor 
the {ons of Men for any of his a&ions ; but to his own 
Maſter ke muſt ſtand or fall, even to God alone who hath 
appointed him, it is yet open for Moſes at the Mercy-ſeat» 
betore the holy Altar, that he may be filled with Grace, 
Wiſdom and Underſtanding in the execution of Fuſtice and 
the maintenance of Truth: And what may Aaron humbly 
expett in return from Moſes ? nay, what does the Lo:d 
God require of him, but that Moſes ſhould be as God, to 
fecure unto God his 0blat:on, the Morning and the. Even- 
ing Sacrifice never to ceaſe ® And is not all this for the 
Lord's ſake 2 for the Lord who hath preſerved the Rog. of 
Moſes 1n ſfrenzth and hononr;, who hath confirmed his 
Bleſsing upon Aaron, in that his Rod allo hath bydded, and 
bloomed Bloſſoms, and brought forth Almonds, the fruits ol 
Foy and Peace: God hath, as we do every day thankfully 
Commemorate it, made the Horn of David, though once 
E cut 
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eut down, to flouriſh and ſprout forth again ; he hath or- 
dained a Lawp anda Light for his Anointed, a Lamp from 
out of the Sanduary to guide him in the ways of Peace and 
Trwh, that ſo he daſh not his foot againſt any ſtone of 
ſtumbling which Schiſzz and Rebellion may lay in his way, 
he hath reſtored Majeſty, the Excellency of Majeſty to his. 
Prince ; He hath renewed Beauty, the Beautzes.ot Holineſs: 
to his P:4eſts; and we hope and pray, that he hath given, 
and will continue ſecurity, the Certainty of Defence unto: 
Both : Oh that the people therefore would in the fear of 
God, Honour the King, and reverence his Prieſts ! that ſo 
there may bea further lengrhning of our cranquillity, nei- 
ther ſhall our iniquity, our froward peevith iniquity be 
our utter ruine: in vain ſhall we pretend Loyalty to 
Moſes the ſervant of the Lord, if we vex Aaron the 
ſaint of God: What? ſhall we quarrel at thoſe who 
bring, and at that Adminiſtration which doth diſpence 
the Goſpel of everlaſting Peace-? How can we thus 
expect to beat peace amongſt our ſelves? May then 
the Throne be eſtabliſhed in Righteouſneſs, even upon 
the Mount of God; and may the Mount of God be guarded 
by the glorious and ſure Defence of Angels, becauſe of the 
Throne of him who is as God w® is upon it , thus as upon a 
Rock,the Rock of Ages,ſhall Church and Kingdom be built, 
* nec Porte Gehenne nec Geneve, (4s once by a happy 
miſtake out of the vulgar that Text was read) neither 
the Gates of Hell, nor the Dark cloſe deſigns of Schiſm 
and Sedition ſhall ever be able to prevail againſt them, 


* Is Gebennico lacu, 
( Mendum Typographi eſt ) in Gehennico lacu 3. 
Nimque a Gehenna quid Gebenna diſſider ? 
Pia Hilaria Angel, Gaz. 
impreſ. Lond. pag. 68. 
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I conclude all, with thoſe Pathetical Petitions-which 
- our holy Church hath put into our Mouths ; (for better 
I cannot uſe) and God accept them from the bottom of 
all our hearts, 


O Lord Save the King 
And mercifully hear ns when we call upon thee, 
Endue thy Miniſtcrs, whether of Juſtice in the State 
or Holineſs in the Church, with Righteouſneſs ; 
And (o ſhalt thou »2ake thy choſen people joyful. 
Da pacem in diebus noſtris; Give Peace 1n our time 
O Lord : 

For, whether it be againſt open violence and force of- 
tered from abroad,or againſt ſecret Treachery and. 
privy Conſpiracy fomented at home;whether a- 
gainſt proteſſled Enemies, or meerly pretending 

Friends, the worſt of Enemies, there i no other 
that fighteth for us, but onely Thou O God, 


To this onely wiſe God who is alone able to make us 
underſtand our own happineſs, by keeping us in the ſtrict 
and ſolemn obſervance of Uniformity , at Unity amongſt 
our ſelves; that ſo to Prince, Prieſts and People there may 
be but one heart and One mindin the Fear of him;in Love 
and Duty to one another ; To the Authour of our Peace, 
and of every good and perfect giftamong(t us; To Father, 
So and Holy Ghoſt, Three Perſons, and 0xe God,be afcri- 
bed of us, of all Angels, and all men, The Xiz2dom, the 
Power and the Glory; Dominion and Adoration, world 
without end, Amen. 
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